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DTES Connections Nurse-Monitored Suboxone Inductions

Client intake

1. Standard Nursing Assessment: Rapid UDS & pregnancy test, vital signs, time of last use,
substances used and daily amount, ETOH/benzo use, COWS > 12, previous suboxone use?
Pharmanet review and education re: risks of precipitated withdrawal

2. Physician Assessment and prescription written for induction

Client receives first dose at pharmacy
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Nursing assessment -1-hour post 1%
Dose

e COWS decreased

e Ongoing withdrawal

. - - e COWS Increased
e No signs of opioid toxicity or other adverse effects

e Signs of opioid toxicity or adverse
L effects

e Client reports they do not want to

Ask pharmacy to dispense 2nd prescribed dose.

continue or are experiencing no
L more withdrawal.

e Client requires carry due to late day
induction

Nursing assessment 1 Hour Post 2nd Dose
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e COWS decreased Refer to GP for reassessment
e Ongoing withdrawal

e No signs of opioid toxicity or other adverse effects

Ask pharmacy to dispense 3rd prescribed dose.
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Client has reached 12mg dose or other prescribed max for day.
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e Assess for ongoing s/s withdrawal and need for symptom management or need for further doses
e Client education re: returning next day, overdose risks and availability of further induction Day 2. Provide THN Kkit.
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Give report and refer Client to GP for ongoing script




