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BC Deaths  (Jan.-Nov. 2018) 
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BC Deaths (Jan.-Nov. 2018) 
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FN trends

Overdose data and First Nations in BC: Preliminary Findings. First Nations Health Authority (Aug 2017). Data from Jan 2015-Nov 2016.



Death Review Panel Findings

• Reviewed cases of 1,854 people who died 
from illicit drug overdose (Jan 2016-July 
2017)

• Key findings for the majority of cases:

ØRecent health care and/or previous BC 
corrections contact

ØUsing substances regularly
ØUsing alone
ØMany had sought treatment in past and 

experienced relapses
ØOpioid agonist therapy protective against 

death



BC: Comprehensive Package of Interventions
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Naloxone
Overdose

Prevention
Services

Acute 
Overdose
Risk Case

Management

Treatment 
and 

Recovery

Health Sector Interventions
Interventions in the health sector aimed at decreasing the 

impact of overdose in BC

Social Stabilization
Peer empowerment and employment

Cultural safety and humility
Addressing stigma, discrimination, human rights

Enabling strategies that advance the delivery
and success of health sector interventions
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Overdose Prevention Services
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Patients on Opioid Agonist Therapy, BC

Any OAT

Methadone

SuboxoneTM

SR Oral 
Morphine

Data provided to BCCDC by Pharmaceutical Services Division, Ministry of Health

21,873

15,613

1,105

5,510



Patients on Injectable Opioid Agonist Therapy, BC

Data provided to BCCDC by Pharmaceutical Services Division, Ministry of Health

135 Hydromorphone

107 Diacetylmorphine



OAT Prescribers, BC

Data provided to BCCDC by Pharmaceutical Services Division, Ministry of Health

899 Any OAT

795 SuboxoneTM



Modelling: Deaths Averted
Take home naloxone, overdose prevention sites, opioid agonist therapy  

Figure provided by Michael Irvine, BCCDC/UBC. Preliminary results and subject to change.

Model estimates 
would have seen 2.5 
times more deaths if 
interventions not in 
place



People who have died from 
overdose due to illicit drugs,  BC

Illicit drug overdose deaths in BC: Jan 1, 2015 to Nov 30, 2018. BC Coroners Service. 

0
20
40
60
80
100
120
140
160
180

Ja
n

M
ar

M
ay Ju
ly

Se
pt

N
ov Ja
n

M
ar

M
ay Ju
ly

Se
pt

N
ov Ja
n

M
ar

M
ay Ju
ly

Se
pt

N
ov Ja
n

M
ar

M
ay Ju
ly

Se
pt

N
ov

Number of 
deaths

Declaration of 
provincial emergency OERC Established

120

2015 2016 2017 2018



BC Cascade of Care for People 
with Opioid Use Disorder

(as of November 30, 2017)
*preliminary results

55,469 people

Only 10% retained
on treatment



• Community Action Teams
• New federal funding - $34 million

• Enhancing treatment (OAT)
• “HOPE” Initiative

• Use data to innovate, drive action
• Overdose Emergency Response 

Centre – part of the Ministry of 
Mental Health and Addictions

Responding to the Crisis - 2019



We Need Your Help: Improving Care for those with Opioid 
Use Disorder


